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CORONAVIRUS — RECOVERY PLAN 
Statement by Premier 

MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham — Premier) [12.03 pm]: I rise to inform the house on the process for 
stakeholder engagement for the COVID-19 recovery plan. As I previously informed the house, we have appointed 
Sharyn O’Neill, the Public Sector Commissioner, to develop, coordinate and oversee the recovery process. This 
process will involve extensive consultation. No-one is under any illusion about the severity and complexity of the 
impact of this pandemic on either the economy or our society at large. Although the recovery will be state 
government led, the government does not pretend to have all the answers. Extensive consultation is essential, but 
will be conducted with deliberate swiftness, given the urgency of the matter. 
The government has announced the appointment of a State Recovery Advisory Group, which will include 
representatives from business, industry, not-for-profit organisations, trade unions, the public sector, local 
government and the community. This experienced and knowledgeable group will provide its insights into the 
development of a robust state recovery plan, including a mandatory impact statement. Complementing this, state 
government ministers will invite key stakeholders to a series of ministerial roundtables to contribute more detail 
towards the impact statement. Some will be existing ministerial forums; others will be newly convened. Roundtables 
will cover the areas of health services; mental health; vulnerable people and the community sector; youth; women; 
older people and seniors; Aboriginal people and remote communities; housing and construction; culture and arts; 
local government and leadership; the resources sector; tourism and hospitality; regional communities; food and 
primary industries; transport and logistics; and skills, training and workforce, and international education. In 
addition to these roundtables, members of the community can contribute their feedback through the online portal 
ithink.wa.gov.au. Although comprehensive, this consultation will be undertaken with deliberate speed to finalise 
the state recovery plan. 
Beyond the recovery plan, I remind the house that the state government has already delivered more than $1.8 billion 
in stimulus and economic relief measures, including payroll tax relief and the waiving of fees and provision of 
credits on electricity bills. The government is also fast-tracking infrastructure, including major road projects, with 
a focus on local procurement, and delivering planning reform to ensure that we support local businesses to create 
more jobs for Western Australians. All the while, the government is seeking to unwind restrictions in a careful and 
cautious way. 
Recovery from this pandemic will be a herculean task, but it is not beyond the capacity of this government or the 
community it represents. This consultation and engagement is a tangible example of how Western Australians will 
continue to work together to forge the path ahead. 
 


	CORONAVIRUS — RECOVERY PLAN
	Statement by Premier


